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This was the third year of the DD Cup Tournament, which is aimed at D grade teams and those who are in their first few years of playing and looking to gain valuable tournament experience. In total 14 teams took part and we were delighted to welcome the Leicester Royals, Cardiff Pontcanna Pirates and the Nottingham Redbacks back to Bristol along with the Raiders, Brewers and Leamington Hawks who were joining us for the first time. In addition the Raccoons joined us from the local Clifton Downs League and there were several of our own Bristol teams.

The enthusiasm of the teams was fantastic and they all played through the rain and wind on Saturday to complete most of the Round Robin games on diamonds that drained well and astroturf batters boxes that prevented things from getting too muddy!  

Leaders at the end of the first day were the BSA Cheeky Monkeys in Group A and the Clifton Downs League Raccoons in Group B, having achieved victory in all of their games. Hot on the heels of the Cheeky Monkeys in Group A were the Pontcanna Pirates, achieving one of the highest tournament match scores by beating Raiders Special Brew 32-10, and Go Balls Deep who were continuing to build on their recent dazzling league performance. Team Captain, Lorna Phipps, said “We have had a great day and are looking forward to the party tonight!”.

In Group B the Raccoons found themselves being chased by the Greasy Mitts who brought controversy to the tournament when their Coach, Neil Butterfield, managed to secure them a team warning despite the fact that he wasn’t even playing!

At the bottom of Group B were the Leamington Hawks who, despite starting the tournament two players short, displayed a level of energy and enthusiasm in each of their games which became infectious and meant they were never short of people who were vying to play for them and ensure they were able to field a full team.

In true Bristol style, the Clifton College Clubhouse was open for a party on the Saturday evening.   Go Balls Deep, keen to maintain tradition, were the first to arrive at the disco dressed in their ‘Superhero and Villain’s’ outfits shortly followed by the Ice Cold Pitchers and a bunch of rogue Mexicans who turned out to be the Leicester Royals. As usual the dance floor was full and people were reluctant to go home when the music stopped, despite having to get up early the following morning.  

Sunday dawned, and despite everyone keeping their fingers crossed the rain returned in what appeared to be a vain attempt at washing away the hangovers!  As the Round Robin games drew to a close the big questions were whether the Cheeky Monkeys and the Raccoons would keep their group leads and if so, who would win the battle for second place?  

In Group A the Pontcanna Pirates managed to maintain their winning form by beating the Ice Cold Pitchers 13-12, as did Go Balls Deep who saw off the Brewers 16-13. The Brewers fought back in their final group match though, beating Raiders Special Brew 28-5 to knock Go Balls Deep to fourth place in their group on runs conceded.

In Group B both the Greasy Mitts and Team Phoenix maintained their strong form but neither of them quite managed to catch those pesky Raccoons which resulted in them finishing second and third respectively.

The sun finally started to shine just as the schedule for the play offs were being finalised and so Go Balls Deep felt this was an ideal time to challenge the Cheeky Monkeys to a cartwheel competition! Being far younger, fitter and more agile it wasn’t long before the mighty Balls took victory and set off back to the diamond to challenge the winners of Group B, the Raccoons.

Going into the playoffs, there were no great surprises as to who would go forward into the semi-finals for the Cup as the form which the Cheeky Monkeys, Raccoons, Team Phoenix and Greasy Mitts had displayed throughout the weekend was maintained as they knocked out the Nottingham Redbacks, Go Balls Deep, Pontcanna Pirates and the Brewers. 

In the Plate the play off matches resulted with the Raiders White Lightening and Bristol team Run n Base going through to the final. Both teams put on a strong display of batting in what proved to be a long and hard fought game but in the end it was Run n Base who emerged victorious.

The semi-finals for the DD Cup saw the Cheeky Monkeys take on the Greasy Mitts and the Raccoons play a closely fought match with Team Phoenix.

Despite the Cheeky Monkeys putting on an impressive display of batting and fielding they were never quite able to catch those Greasy Mitts who stormed ahead to win their game, and secure a place in the final, with a score line of 21-10. 

In the second semi-final whilst Team Phoenix refused to go down without a fight victory was just outside of their grasp and they lost 10-8 meaning that the Raccoons went through to yet another DD Cup Final. 

The Final - with Pete Saunders as Plate Umpire and Marla Loughborough as Field Umpire, the sun was shining and the game was on.  Raccoons, without their infamous shortstop Crazy Legs, were confident in their batting but the Greasy Mitts were strong in the field so took every opportunity to close their opponents down. The Greasy Mitts were not to be beaten and along with their fielding they put on a strong display of batting that left the Raccoons chasing their tails and with tired arms and legs they made some errors in the field at crucial moments.  In the end the Raccoons were unable to hold back the Greasy Mitts and finished up at 28-11 with the Greasy Mitts emerging as tired, but very happy, DD Cup Champions.

Tournament Organiser, Hayley Hodges said “Despite the weather it has been a great weekend and fantastic to welcome so many teams to the Bristol for the tournament.  Some of these teams here have been absolute beginners and we hope the experience this has given them will encourage them to join us again next year. All teams have played in the true spirit of the game and the BSA are delighted it has been such a success.” 

Final Results:

DD Cup Winner

Greasy Mitts

DD Cup Runner Up

Raccoons

Plate Winner


Run n Base

Plate Runner Up

Raiders White Lightening

Female MVP


Corina Whitear (Cheeky Monkeys)

Male MVP


Scott Young (Go Balls Deep)

Most Sociable Team

Ice Cold Pitchers
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